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But behind Hershkowitz’s playfulness was a professional calculation. In a
few minutes Josiah would be on camera. 
“We’ve had guests at the roundtable before - it’s always important to
let them know what we’re trying to accomplish and to make them feel
comfortable,” Hershkowitz said. 
“He was in a room full of adults and I could tell he wanted to play -
little kids just want to run around and play all the time. And I’m
probably among the goofiest most childish people on this show so I was
a good candidate to play and make him feel comfortable.” 
Indeed, Josiah and his mother appeared relaxed when the cameras
rolled. At the table - actually a rectangle - were Tennant, Houser,
coordinating producer Michael Baltierra, and reporters Rachel Nichols,
Chris Connolly, and Jeremy Schaap. 
Jennifer told about wondrous events, about gifts from Terrell Owens, a
trip to Cameron Indoor Stadium at Duke, the 15-games Josiah played in
little league, the Harlem Globetrotters’ show at his elementary school,
and about countless requests for autographs. Josiah, in his squeak of a
voice, talked of the batting glove and bat he received from Ryan
Howard. 
Neither mentioned the several strokes he has suffered in the past year,
or the increased fragility of his health. Those demons will return soon
enough. But not now - not with Josiah feeling chipper and surrounded
by a roomful of adults and cameras who adored him.  
The group arose from the table. Tennant tossed a plastic ball and Josiah
swung a thin wooden bat. The ball soared over Tennant’s head and
caromed off a wall. Another pitch came back on a line at Tennant’s
face. Then Josiah ran around the table. The cameras got all of it. 
Later, after Josiah, his mother, and Houser departed, to eventually visit
Diane Sawyer at the set of ‘World News Tonight’, Hershkowitz pondered
the edit. 

“This is a
situation
where they
will let the
roundtable
go a little
longer -
maybe two
to 2 ½
minutes,”
he said.
“Because
it’s easy to
feel for this
kid - but

maybe tough to connect to him on a personal level because of the
unique situation facing him. That’s what the roundtable does. It lets us
connect with him just as a person and forget for a minute that he’s a
little kid with this terrible disease. It lets us see him just as a little kid
who loves to have fun and play baseball and interact with adults the
same way other kids do. I hope we can get that across.” 

Posted by Steve Marantz on August 15, 2011 

Reactions:  �I�X�Q�Q�\�������� �L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�L�Q�J�������� �F�R�R�O��������

No comments: 

Labels: e:60, e60, josiah, roundtable

�0 �2�1�' �$�<�����$�8�* �8�6�7���� ������ �� �� ��

�(���� �� ���-�L�E���D�Q�G���%�R�R�P

For two days last August E:60 producer Ben Houser followed Mike
Reeder around two of the lesser-known of the five courses at St.
Andrews in Scotland. On the third day Houser arose well before dawn. 
Reeder, 63, of Franklin, Tennessee, was about to become the first
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