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Coach Fred Creighton, talking with
Bourque, facing page, says he'll
glay the rookic in any situation.
ourque, indeed, gets his share of
ice time and like any. g
defensemen seems comfortable
handling the puck in his own end.

celled 2 lhe other sports he tried as well
as hocl

When he was eight,” said the father,
“his (hwkey) coach told me ‘Send him to
sch

B wes already intense. I remember
once I bought him a new pair of gloves.
He got so nervous before the games. He
chewed a hole in the fingers before he
even got to play.”

Ray Sr. had missed his youth because
of the Depression, and like so many of his
generation he was determined that his
children would have better opportunities.
A significant portion of his income was
spent on_hockey schools and equipment
and gasoline. He drove his family to Bos-
ton to see the Bruins play.

‘more important when
his wife died of cancer in 1973, and her
two youngest children, Ray Jr. and Ricky,
were 12 and 10.

“When my wife was sick I had bills up
1o there,” said Ray Sr., “and I still sent
Raymond to hockey schools. I got him in-
volved in sports because I knew what was
bappening and | wanie o get bis mind
off it

And when Ray Sr. remarried, his
ot ite, g iy Moncton native
did housework so that Ray Jr. and Ricky
could continue in hackey. Her lasagna
meat on their bones.

“Now you look back,” said Edna, “and
yod M de only a bad dream. His pay
was covering the house and lhe blllx All
the money 1 made was going to

Bt 4 they were nice boys. i
mind helping.”

o 13, an uncle adviged Ray Jr. o be-

fenseman. “There's a better
:h;,;e to make pro,” he had said, planting

a
At 14 Raymond Jr. was gone. There
wasa year in Three Rivers, a year in Sorel
and two years in Verdun, a Montreal sub-
urb. His junior teams aever won a cham-
plosbip, but he made the albata teuns
and played in the international tourna-
ments and found himselt Iwbnobmng
th Serge Savard and Guy Lapointe at

54 Forans o vl sl de wis 5

lost interest in school and quit. He was a
celbeiey i the way g -dm athletes
in the states coul
Ray Sr. was putting timg 11000 miles  year
o oo mrig s ter his two sons’ ca-
e would sit in the stands and yell
lmxdly, and sometimes Ray Jr. wished he
would be quiet. But the screaming was an
old habit, and old habits carry over.
“If they ever Ray e
Story’," said the father, “T have 21 reels of
tape on him from when he was seven,
eight and nine. His brother, too. I wanted
10 get him making a hat trick and I finally
did. Maybe the Hall of Fame will want
them

‘Whep his son turned 18, Ray Sr. signed
a piece of paper giving the owner of the
Verdun team, Rodri Lemoyne, the ight
to represent his son. He trusted
moyne’s ability to deal in large sums 5

ney more than his own, which had
been limited by the fact he had
owed instead of collected them. This
changed somewhat when Ray Jr. signed a
sthree-year contract worth an estimated
$350,000.

“1 told him to bank his money and con-
centrate on hockey,” said the father. “The
first day he got his bonus, he bought me a
$10,000 Chevy Tmpala. It is the first new

‘all my debts off. T
aven't been out of debt since my wife

e T 1ol il i, Y, e

‘would take too much. But he wanted to do

c
In restaurants Ray Bourque has be-
comfortable with wine llllllllan

had particularly enjoyed. He settled for a
Beaujolais Villages, 1977, and started
pouring for himself after the second glass.

{The God Tifehat ki sevenpoods

his weight, now 210.
“Its kind of hard losing weight'when
good restaurants,” he

sas dessert.
iew subjects, 18-year-olds
generally fall into one of two categories.
They either talk too much and too
thoughtlessly or they talk toolittle. Bour-
que falls into the latter, and not only in
interviews. Creighton feels Bourque is
quiet to the extent that he won't bring his

first-year defenseman who has been
Bourque's roommate since camp, says,

“Hes either quiet or cautious, | don't
know which” Pete McNab thinks Bour-
que is the quiet type, period, and always
will be.

S0 far nobody has recognized him at a
public place away from the Garden,
‘which has suited him fine.

“Idon't like to talk about myself,” said
Bourque. 1 feel like a normal person
mlymluldobemnunlhg‘uyne‘xiw
me in the restaurant or someplace is play
‘hockey. That's what 1 do.for a living
S ther gay e o lewyer, Thats U
way

*r'n a pretty simple guy. I don't get
excited about making a lot of money or
smything 164 s oot Iing.”

of Boston has heen
Pt i Jaag it 0. (Q.
“Have you met Larry Bird™ AWo is
Larry Bird) He and e
been living at a hotel near the Garden,

Clobe piotos by Frank GEren

“He was just great. Practice was at 6§
olelock in the morning and he'd be the
first one waking us up and bringing us
over to he rink.

“Iknew he was sacrificing, That's why
1 got him a gift because I knew ail those
things and I really wanted to show him |
appreciated all he's done.”

“Do you remember your mother dy-
ing?”

“I was kind of young,” said Bourque
“She was sick for a long time. She suf-
fered a lot. But when you're that young,
you never think about your mother dying
away. You think she's sick but she'll be
bets

M other has been really good
1o us. She's a great cook. You should try a
plate of her lasagna, I'm telin’ ya

“How good of a hockey player do you
want 10 be?"

“How good?” said Bourque. “With
some experience, Id like to be as good as
Brad Park, Robinson, Potvin, those guys.
That's what Il be working for. Still a
long way 10 go.

“Have you always wanted 1o be a
hockey player?”

“I was maybe eight or nine years old.”
said Bourque. “Tt was a dream. 1 used to
watch the guys on television and dicam
about it. Finally I got into a good caliber
of junior and it was going good for me and
that's when I really started 10 think about

s

“In a few years drait time comes and
you get drafted and it's here.
“It's funny. Once you're here it's dif-
n

can
such as parents (2) and girl friends (1).
Ray Sr. is expected to be the most fre-
quent guest.
“Your father thinks a lot of you"
“I know,” said Ray Jr. “That's been his
life. Since my mother died and my sisters
brothers got married and left, there
was only me and my brother. He enjoyed
coming to all the games and taking us to
the rink. He followed us all the time.

get here, [ don't know, it's the same

"Dn\ 's profound.”

“It is,” Bourque replied, and whether
he was telling or asking was unclear
After talking to him, [ could believe it
was either, or both Bl
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