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Black athletes discuss Boston
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Presently Sanders is a member

Group, & private social club of prominent
blacks (though open to whites), counting
among its members deputy mayor Jeep Jones
and Superior Court Judge Rucy Picree. “Out
goal 15 10 bridge the communication gap be
tween the so-called ‘downtown’ community
and the black community,” says Sanders. "We
hope to widen communication between all the
peaple in the Boston area

The anger and indignity Bill Russell felt are
both present in varying degrees in Sanders,
but while Russell never reconciled his feelings
and left, Sanders has adopted a progmatism
that enables him 1o stay

“Boston is like any oiher eity in America;
he coneludes. “Peaple somehow get locked into
thinking it's nasty. Boston has been spotlght
ed, and they've helped the spotlight considera-
bly, obviously by the school issue. But the
problem is natinal

Like Satch Sanders, Leon Gray has moved
fram the eity to the suburbs, giving up his
Hyde Park apartment for a $20.000 house he
built in Westwood Unlike Sanders howev.
er, Gray is a bachelor and did not move at the
urging of a wife or for the sake of betier
schools

For Gray, 27, the Patriots’ two-time all-pro
offensive tackle, the house in Westwood is the
symbal of his decision o seek a future in the
area. After each of his frst five years with the
Patriots, Gray returned to his native Mississip-
pi for classes at Jackson State, and spent time
with his family in Memphis. This summer ha

fully choosingfxturesthat would enhance he
resale value, and made the

“Thave maybe two or three years left at my
peak as a fooiball player” says Gray. *Afier

Lil's touch and go. 'm thinking about what
L can do after I'm through playing. I'm going to
find out in the next couple of vears if this is
the place I should live,or think about going ta
some other place.

“Of the field,” says Gray, “it’s obvious that
T'm not as marketable as am on it The only
things I've got here have been through con
tacts ['ve made myself. 've been trying That's
why I'm not going to develop any attitude
about this area unti] [ try living here.

1t's sort of sad, | think, that a lot of blacks
that play team athletics are articulate and
bright and don't have upportunities. | think it's
ust a matter of people willing to take 3
chance. It's almost like a quarterback and a
coach, 3 father-son relationship. There's going
o be mistakes, but the person on the sideline
has got o be willing o let you make those
while you're learniny

The move 1o Westwood brings with it cer.
tain anxieties, because it is 3 white suburb
Gray had become accustomed 1o integrated
Hyde Park, despite having ha his apariment
robbed and having had rocks thrown at his car
on the way to the grocery store. Those things
are part o iy i

“The problem 15" says Gray, “if you wnt
i e B s s e = e ikl
class black suburban area. You have to go ot
and live where it's predominantly white

“They look at you 1wo ways then The
whites accept you because you're a big shot
football player. And you alienate yourself from
blacks because they say “He's t now,
t00 good 10 live where we live

Because they play in Foxboro, most of the
black Patriots, like Gray, choose 1o live in
T e
tably, Gray feels. this has lod to a sense of iso-
i i e ek st Vi e
derlying reason why many of the black Pat
ots give time 10 ity ywlh  organizatons such
a8 the Roxbury Boys and Lena Park

2

Community nm-mpmm This and the en-
couragement they get from Patriots owner Bill
Sullivan, who has a good reputation in the
s Somm it

ives more spare time than Gray,
e i et give One of his team
mates, Tony McGee, gets invoived on the job
he n»m Vith the Baston Parks and Recreation

The location of the stadium and the price
of the ticket make it difficult for a lot of blacks
1o see our games” says Gray. “[ can under-
stand that's why a lot of players and myselt are
fnwstved wioh Black kide. 1 we o' ot them

1o the t least we can go run 4 pickup
fame o them and talk 10 them™

In an effort o get more black fans into
Schaefer Stadium, Gray had a clause wrilten
into his last contract calling for the Patriots to
distribute approximately 1000 tickets for exhi-
bition games 1o disadvantaged youth.

Gray's concern with youth has taken him
into the schools, first during the busing trauma
in 1974, later in 2 program seeking career-relat
e jobs for seniors. His faith in education is
deep-seated, tracing back 1o his youth on a
Mississippi farm, when he was taught tha

ks were more important than anyhing, in
cluding football, to improve his condition

this reason Gray considers the state of
a

e Boston public schools as major a black poblem

a3 unemployment and Lack of voter participa-
tion. And while this problem doesn't affect
Gray direetly, nor his teammates, he claims a
concern for [t Regarless of the house in West
wood, and the Mercedes Benz he drives. he
feels the anguiish of the city.

“when you'e the
alone and you're isolated? | think the true
strength is when you can go out and make it
nd you can come back 1o that group and be an
example. Thats when you can elfect some
change.
“The whole thing is, how much can you do?

1f that. How much can you do, other
suppartive for the little programs here
and there?

“I know-for a fact that 1 can probably say
things that o o tber lacks i th commu-
ol bt smply b I Loon Geay
e fontball payer, W might stick oAge.
think [have the responsibility to i
that kind of influence

There is none of Russell's hard-edged mili-
tance and little of Sanders' resigned cynicism
in Gray. He says with a quiet pride that he has
always spoken comfortably with whites.

1 never did make the color thing 3 big
issue,” he says

But not until Gray has lived in the area
year-round will he pass final judgment on it
Not until he finds out if he has a life-after-
football here.

“Unless you have roots here,” he says, *
dan't really knw the problems l.wmghtn n
the off-season Tll have more time 1o get in
volved and find out what the problems are. I'm
‘open-minded. I'm optimistic.”

s one of the 66 percent of
Bt Bt Ml o5 it ke
off-season homes elsewhere, although Chaney,
unlike most. maintains a home here year-
round. The 33-year-old Celtics guard was a No.
1 draft choice out of the Univeristy of Houston
in 1968, and has owned his Melrose home for 10
vears, including those three seasons between
1974 and 1977 when he was playing for the
ABA St Louis entry and the Los Angeles
Lakers

In addition to his Melrose home, Chaney
owns one in LA and in Houston. Every spring
he returns to Houston

“Coming from the South,” says Chaney,
marrid and th {ather of thre, ' kind of

cugh lor me ta really get involved (in Boston)
hh:ntrln:thkuhrS«umThe s nocom-
parison to me. | find people in the South are
much friendlier and closer.  find peaple on the
Fast Coast and in norther cities are more ar
less alienated. They keep to themselves. | just
like the Southern environment. It's hard ta ex-
plainexacly. The weathe s part o it~

w péople will remember Chaney a5 a

participant in & smal e of Southern history
In 1961 he and Elvin Hayes, both Louisiana
B g i e N site
eles at the Univ uston. LSU b
declind to offer Ch:m\ o T bt

here was something that really made me

proud,” he recalls. “Right before | was accepted

1o Houston there was a protest at LSU. Black

and white students were protesting, but it was
black.

“And they had a sign. [t said Chaney and
Hayes — Why Did They Have To Leave The
Stater And | think thimgs iike this promptcd
state schools like LSU 1 get black athletes.”

Going from an all-black high school to
being ihe first black athlete at a virtually all-
white Southern university, Chaney recalls
feeling “afraid because I knew | would be con-
fronting a ot of stff” Being an athlete, he
felt, helped win acceptance, and continues to:
He says being an athlete has sharpened his
awasioass of il inkiogs

“An the public eye” says
Chaney. “There are ‘people ol all raas, so he
has 1o be aware of things. But he's miore or less
accepted. And since athletes are around differ
ent types of peaple all the Lime he can deal

th them.

=

“The problems are with people who never
had a relationship with other races, s they
can't really know. When something happens it
turns into hate because they don't know. This
s how you have the tension in Bast

Chaney's decision to live in Melrose during
the season wasn't based on the racial climate of
the area

“I settied down there because that was the
place | liked.” he said. “From the pro athlete's
point of view. those things (race) don't cross
your mind, you've been involved with racism
for 0 long . I shop where I want to shop, |
live where [ want to live. If problems arise. |
have to deal with them.

“With me.” he says, “dealing with prejudice
is an everyday thing. I'm from the South. [
kncw bow bn deal wih . Tve boe sround
ol lving up orth wh cax do
with it People wha have been
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