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went down, agin. Her descripton i s if the game
dﬁ"”w ’

ot sichest i pot entirely pleasast memories are of ister
Sos "f‘h 1957, 2 Jod the US women 10 2 gold ot the World
s Bz Wi v daestery o crrid v
fow ¥nic a2 ket mimcte comeback agaient the Soviets in the final
”’.’ with an American coaiagenl — tem and womes — lw‘--,
1o the Soviet Union i 1958, at the Beight of the Cold War. Sovi
‘“‘ surtered by the stale, were big and msean They seersed 1o
e conkaxct and driviag knee of cbow 1840 35 American i, It was
ﬁhﬂﬂwlmc Sovet :n‘{* another, White recalls, bocasse of 12
*seven were samed Nisa
ousy hosts. “They tned 1o starve o to death.”
Soviets were ks Y b
Wikt says. “Aler the last pazne, they beought oot e good food. ™ Play
Bergyy, the American women woa four of six gasses. White was
e lesicr
soal play was fellcourt S00-5 White had Btthe wse for the
Soviets bocause they played 2 playsical game. She Bens thesr style o
s college game, which she churacterizes as physical, sgressive
and backisg in Baesse. Occanaonaly she witches "the girls” on tekevh
w00, bt prefers watching college men. In White's eyes, the woenen's

White is 30 sccnde 2
proearads, ““”‘,-;u’,,\ .""'Y ':ﬂ playing weight yet willl trim 3 155
racked soene }u.*y'\. " MTOkes 3 Cipar o sipn 3 glass of wise, She
Vi i sl " Lllng ot of 3 bam and accidestally sprayed poti
=0 o0to her face, but podhing has § " = 3
Bervons s 1 Smg has gt ber down too loag. She has &
TVous stoesach, bt on balasce, she has her beads
Nosethedons, last year was 3 bod

feed Conts rome and he tohay e 60 G ‘s”"’ prices fell,
55 050 rinahts Tt - (t Crop was assaulied by pests, Sangus
hacco Whit * e ¢ omgetiioe has redeced e amonnt of 1o
X0 W iste is permitted % prow. Her tractor ks prone 1o breakidows
oA~ g s,
and ber 34 pickup track has 177,000 miles oo It
Margies are sbrinking: she may have 3 cdae
10 keep up. [ 0ok for the belp of & 14yesrold neghew, she
!‘j“:}ﬁ"r"‘ﬂ 10 tend her Selds. “She worries 2 Jot,” says 2 sister, June
¥iaher who Bves in a Nasdwille ssbarh. “When you farm, you've gt a
Wt of worries . but she woa't ever have 1o ---.'n aboct having any
thing 1o Fve ca. She's got her Srothers and sisters.” Y
: Bat the worry does wegh beavidy on White, sdhe soems increasing
Y Orose ever what whe has come 10 view as Der & 1sspeat youth
While others wete buddag wealh and security, White was playiag &
gaoe, The depd of ber recriminaticn in rewealed in spraking of ber
son, Jefl, a Navy scclear sehaurise specialint. He is the Bght of her

beans and wheat
wkd be

shooting at a dackyard hoop. Frustrated at his ok of okill, be shoct

rh become 2 slsm dance; the ofd AAL game, 4on, was a bal | We, but by her accoust be wis 5ot 33 cany child. She rocalls him, ot M,

“Basketball is not pecessarily & gaene of streagth.” she says. “You
Soa't have 8 be physcal to pley it, but Shey're turning # 0% soenething |
really phiysical. Take a
sevadl il who o duny
ty, who can take a
beating. She has 10
take w0 mech grief
wway froen the ball i1
was comlag outl of
high schood today |
Jdont Biisk ! cosld
have 6t in. | was oo
Wakender and light If |
wan 25 or 30, you
“I don't think
woesen ought o pley
Be men's gene. They
aren stroeg coocgh
You wasch them. They
can’t run the court but
15 minutes befoce
they're dragging
Mest of themn cant
2ot 3 Feont pang
ot They doa’t bave
Be stresgth ”

Ramsay, Conmie Nowhins and [ou Corneseccs

¥aled perbaps by =
Steetrachcioey. Everything about White's le repeesents in independent
" el roliant weal of woesen. She s adamant aboct equad pay, havag
F!‘ 2 double sesadard for years. Surely she wosld be sesnitive 10
3 pegative message inberead i women playing 4oo-

= ledeed, 2 recent Nike commerdial Seatarng three women pliyng
Subdooe pickup spaiet mes, carmed a shogan: “Basketbull & basiet
i athletes are athietos.” The politically correct message is geader

MWL i that is 0" White says. "then why do the women play with
ball? It's pood o Bave hall contred, bt if you're pawing asd
for oqual rights, why make the ball smudler? Now they're
about lowering the poal six inches”

anecdote she tells segpests she may pot tke her angument se-
. As 2 serior ot Macos County High Schocl, White ssked the

coach i she could play,
o need somecne who can catch the ball sad run with iL” she said

1
You can'’t play, Nera,* the coach said “You're oo thin, I'm af2id
would get bart, But | bet you'd be a pood ooe.”
White sels e oy with 2 chuockde
“He &dat say | couldat play bocasse | was 3 wirl,” she says 1 will
ahwryy remessber that *

armers coagenizaly ‘ulk pooc” while lvisg confortably

White's house is furnished with modern applances, 3 cobor

tedevision and VOR. Her baseroeat workshop is cutftted with

tools. She cats fresh vegetables from ber parden and pulls in
U2 Dot 3x 3 hewres nainter

estnegenent from the game. Her Theery of Daiatisess scems oddly |

Nall of Famery: Whae ond Lacy Hams were the S5 2w0 women players indwctod (050 e She could
Bashetholl Nl of Fame. They were joined tn She 1992 inductions by (Som be) fack teaching degree 10 burrow

y you doa't Boe me — because I'm not an sthlete

Whine's reaction, e e
calls. was to bugh

“Why did you hagh? |
i

"Look o me, What did &
gt me? Two wom out
kaeen. Al Sor nolheg
Dunty trophies. Certifacates
Dt don't mean & thing.*

“Unloss you sewer win

st |y

She sondls 1 over.,

“Perbaps. But whea |
a ook at what it pot me, 00
socscally, ol that work and
sweal, sothing. No jobd se
curity. Nothing *

This she says sorrowfel
ly, absent anger. Her pale
eyes R0 someplace distant
Quiet setlhes over her small
Bvieg room, she is sull
2 Then she resumes. There
3 were 0ptoas, she Concedes,

SR TT—————

have used ber
comrdortably isto 3 school

system. She could Bave

coacved bursicetball posss
by at a college, sad ridden Be riniag Bde of the women's gamse. She
could Bave boea bom 49 years bder and played professionally o Fo
roge of in the pew American pro beague. She could have dooe any semr
ber of thimgs. And | 2 thislong sarybody 60 years of age could say e
sarne. Chonces mrast be madie. She chose 1o be a transdocent won of an
iovisdble cra r

*1 hawe nobody %0 blame bot myself — 1 |
made Be decinion 0o coatisue playing.” she
savs. “1 caa't say | beleved it would pet e
aaything of vaoe. | dudnt deep down. | played
Secause | wanted 10.*

This s what | want % sy to Ners White, st
tng ghoordly in ber easy chair: Doat beat op
on yourself. Playing the game for joy — and
DR 00cy — |s pothing 12 be ahamed of You
pever huckstered shoes, Overeagosure pever
readered you mendane. You bosored the
game and yoer g You traveled the weeld
and barsstormed Roste 66 when it meast
sonethisg. Maybe your Be cocld be betier,
bet # coeld have B worse. Nol every
woman brosght Moscow 1o its kaoes = 58,

and oot every koa has L‘\.r,;irl'—.ﬂ of callng A road hess traveled: For ol the
in ber cattle from the woods, oy bashetdoll, i is fAding that |

Sometimes woeds cant be found Nema L White's farmt Aas berx samed

White, wheo attaiond peaies virtualy in slencr,
will understaad
o

Steve Marsetz is g sewior aviter for T
SeorTvG Nows.



